Obituary

Derek Charles Debuse
Derek Charles Debuse was born in London on 31st March 1944 and educated at the Latymer Grammar School, Edmonton. He went on to study dentistry at the Royal Dental Hospital, graduating BDS (ULond.) in 1966. His first appointment was as an associate dentist in Loughton, Essex, but by the following year he was married to his fiancée, Gill and moved to Felpham, near Bognor Regis. From 1974, until his retirement in 2008, Derek was a principal in a large family dental practice in Billingshurst, West Sussex. 

In 1975 Derek became a part-time demonstrator at the Royal Dental and, following its merger with Guy’s in 1985, was promoted to Senior Demonstrator in Conservative Dentistry at the newly formed “United Medical and Dental Schools” (UMDS). With his keen interest in pain and anxiety control, in 1989 Derek’s was appointed as a Senior Demonstrator in the Department of Sedation and Special Care Dentistry; a position he held until his official retirement in 2008.  Even in retirement, Derek continued to make significant contributions to the department, particularly as a teacher.

As a skilful and caring clinician, Derek made an enormous contribution to pain and anxiety control for dentistry. But perhaps his greatest contribution was as a teacher, examiner, course organiser and officer of a number of national societies. During his long career, Derek taught and inspired thousands of undergraduate and postgraduate students. Despite holding only a part-time contract, he also ran the UMDS/KCLDI Diploma in Conscious Sedation and the MSc in Sedation and Special Care Dentistry programmes for a number of years. He was extremely popular with staff, students and patients, who enjoyed his gentle sense of humour and his ability to tell a good story well. Derek was a generous man and gave freely and willingly of his time.
For nearly ten years from the mid-nineties, Derek performed sterling work for the Dental Sedation Teachers Group. As Honorary Secretary he supported the group’s first chairman and then, as chairman, he led the group’s crusade to improve the quality of sedation teaching in all UK dental schools. Derek’s knowledge and charm made him a most valuable and effective spokesman. In 2005 Derek became Honorary Secretary of the Society for the Advancement of Anaesthesia in Dentistry, a role he combined with that of Course Registrar.
Not content with this extraordinary workload, Derek was, for two decades until 2001, an examiner for the National Examining Board for Dental Nurses. During this era, he will also be remembered by many Alumni, as the Secretary of the Royal Dental Hospital “Old Students and Staff Association” (OSSA) and, soon after the merger of Kings College Dental School with UMDS, as the Honorary Treasurer of what has now become the “KCLDI Alumni Association”.

Away from his professional activities, Derek was an accomplished amateur musician. He taught himself the piano at an early age and, like everything he did, he threw himself into music with great enthusiasm. He played in a jazz band, a chamber trio and also a tango band accompanying singers and instrumentalists. He was chairman of the Bognor Regis Music Club for thirty three years. 
Derek’s professional achievements have been nationally recognised. He was awarded honorary life membership of both the BDA and SAAD. In addition, in 2011 King’s College London Dental Institute conferred upon him their “Distinguished Service Award”.
Derek Debuse made an outstanding contribution to his profession and the care of patients. He died on 10 December 2011 at the age of 67, following a long-standing illness, which he bore with great fortitude. He will be greatly missed by his wife, Gill, his children, Maddy and Stuart and all of us who had the great good fortune to be influenced by his knowledge, commitment, dignity and charm. 
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